The Australian Aborigines
(I) Who are the game players?

1. Europeans 
· 1606 first recorded arrival.

· 1770 James Cook arrives.  The commencement of extensive mapping of

  the land begins.

·1790 marks the beginning of conflict between the settlers and 

  indigenous population.                                
(II) You mean they're here to stay?
1. Who are these people?

· Aborigines, aborigine means “indigenous” but when utilized with a 

  capital A it references the persons indigenous to Australia. 

· They are not just one homogenous group but a people composed of 

  500-600 distinct groups.

· They have the “oldest” living cultural history which dates as far back as 

  50,000 to 60,000 years ago.

· HOWEVER, just 200 years ago they were still hunters and gathers using 

  stone tools. 

· Their culture holds strong ties to the land, it is the core of their 

  spirituality.

(III) Cool Additions from the Aborigines

1. Boomerang
· They are credited with inventing.
· It is utilized for hunting and ceremonial purposes.
2. Didgeridoo

· It comes from Northern Australia.

· It is made from Eucalyptus trees that have already been hollowed out 

  by termites.

· It is a cylindrical shape that can measure anywhere between 1 to 3 

  meters.

· It is used for recreational and ceremonial purposes.
(IV) Aborigines Today

1. How many?

· There are roughly 400,000 Aborigines, making up 28% of the population.

2. In the government?

· Australia has no aboriginal members in its Parliament.

3. Attempts at assimilation into the Australian culture.

· What does this mean, assimilation?  By the late 1800s practices were 

   put into place where aboriginal children were taken from their families

   and placed into institutions that taught them the “western” way.

· This practice continues until the 1960s, leading to what will be known

   as the “Stolen Generations”.
(V) Now What?

1. 1990s

· “Bringing them home report” is the government’s recognition of it’s 

    forcible removal of aboriginal children from their families and 

    communities.

2. Sorry Day

· This national holiday is created a year after the “Bringing them home 

   report” is published.  It is a day of remembrance for the atrocities 

   inflicted on the aboriginal peoples.

· In 2005 Sorry day gets a name change to National Day of Healing.

3. The Prime Ministers

· Kevin Rudd, the current Prime Minister, has apologized publically for the 

  laws and policies that “inflicted profound grief, suffering and loss.”

· John Howard, the former Prime Minister, refused to apologize.

(VI) European descendant Aussies vs. Indigenous Population

1. The statistics

· There is a 17 year life expectancy gap between the European descendent population and the Aborigines.

· Aborigines have higher rates of

a. Infant mortality

b. Drug abuse

c. Alcoholism 

d. Unemployment
