Culture : Thanksgiving par Lauren

What is it?

 a traditional North American harvest and thanksgiving holiday, celebrated in autumn (second Monday of October in Canada, fourth Thursday of November in United States). 

Pre-European contact celebrations

many native or aboriginal tribes would have autumn feasts to give thanks for the bountiful harvest.

The “First” Thanksgiving (Basic story) 

1621: Group of British and Dutch colonists, called the Pilgrims, arrived in Massachusetts, at Cape Cod.

Had many difficulties, were befriended by Wampanoag  tribe, who showed them how to hunt, fish, and raise crops in the region. 

Pilgrims celebrated their first harvest with the Wampanoags a year later (1621), giving thanks for their good fortune and the help of the Wampanoags.

Thanksgiving as an official national holiday

American Revolution: Founders of the United States proposed a recognized Thanksgiving holiday

1863: President Lincoln declares the last Thursday of November as the set date for national Thanksgiving celebration

1934-41: President Franklin D. Roosevelt re-establishes 4th Thursday of November as official Thanksgiving Day.

Present-Day Celebration

How we celebrate: We prepare a large meal to share with a gathering of family and friends. The idea is to take time to remember the things that we are thankful for in life, and share the day with the important people in our lives.

The Menu: Traditional Thanksgiving Dishes

 Roasted turkey, seasoned bread stuffing, mashed potatoes, sweet potatoes, roasted vegetables (especially corn), cranberry sauce. For dessert, pumpkin or apple pie.

Other Thanksgiving traditions

Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade: A huge, very famous parade held in Manhattan (New York City) on Thanksgiving Day. Parade includes floats, giant balloons, marching bands, musical acts, etc etc.

Watching American football games. 

”Black Friday”: The day after Thanksgiving, traditionally marks the beginning of the American Christmas shopping season. Called “Black Friday” because of the notoriously crowded and unpleasant shopping crowds. An ironic display of commercialism after such an idealistic holiday.

Notes on Native American/Colonist relations

Although the traditional Thanksgiving story celebrates the friendly relations between Native Americans and Colonists, it is important to remember that such alliances were not necessarily typical. In fact, some sources indicate that the need to protect themselves from other regional tribes motivated the Wampanoags’ alliance with the Pilgrims, rather than an idealistic spirit of friendship and welcome.

Relations throughout the rest of North American history have been characterized by violent conflict between the two groups, and the eventual decimation and destructive relocation of Native populations.

Useful websites

http://www.history.com/content/thanksgiving For basic history of Thanksgiving

http://www.wampanoagtribe.net/Pages/index To learn more about the historical and present-day culture of the Wampanoags. This is one particular tribe’s website; there are many in the region. 

